Laudato Si Family Prayer Packet

Prayers for Elementary School Students

l. Prayer of Petition

O Lord, grant us the grace to respect
and care for Your creation.
Lord, hear our prayer.

O Lord, bless all of your creatures
as a sign of Your wondrous love.
Lord, hear our prayer.

O Lord, help us to end the suffering of the poor
and bring healing to all of your creation.
Lord, hear our prayer.

O Lord, help us to use our technological
inventiveness

to undo the damage we have done to Your
creation and to sustain Your gift of nature.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Il. We Thank You, Creator God

We thank you, Creator God,

for the goodly heritage you offer us,
from green downland

to the deep salt seas,

and for the abundant world

we share with your creation.

Keep us so mindful of its needs

and those of all with whom we share,
that open to your Spirit

we may discern and practice

all that makes for its wellbeing,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Il. Wisdom to Care for the Earth

Lord, grant us the wisdom

to care for the earth and till it.

Help us to act now for the good of future
generations and all your creatures.

Help us to become instruments

of a new creation,

Founded on the covenant of your love.
Amen.

V. A Prayer for our Earth

All-powerful God,

you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness

all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live

as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor,

help us to rescue the abandoned

and forgotten of this earth,

SO precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives,

that we may protect the world

and not prey on it,

that we may sow beauty,

not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts

of those who look only for gain

at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united
with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace. Amen.
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Prayers for Middle School Students

V. A Christian prayer in union with creation

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.
They came forth from your all-powerful hand;
they are yours, filled with your presence and
your tender love.

Praise be to you! Son of God, Jesus,

through you all things were made.

You were formed

in the womb of Mary our Mother,
you became part of this earth,

and you gazed upon this world

with human eyes.

Today you are alive in every creature
in your risen glory.

Praise be to you!

Holy Spirit, by your light

you guide this world towards the Father’s love
and accompany creation as it groans in travail.
You also dwell in our hearts

and you inspire us to do what is good.

Praise be to you!

Triune Lord,

wondrous community of infinite love,
teach us to contemplate you

in the beauty of the universe,

for all things speak of you.

Awaken our praise and thankfulness

for every being that you have made.

Give us the grace to feel profoundly joined
to everything that is.

God of love, show us our place in this world

as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.
Enlighten those who possess power and money
that they may avoid the sin of indifference,
that they may love the common good,

advance the wealk,

and care for this world in which we live.
The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light,
help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,

for the coming of your Kingdom

of justice, peace, love and beauty.

Praise be to you!

Amen.

VI. An End to Waste

Let us pray for an end to the waste

and desecration of God's creation;

For access to the fruits of creation

to be shared equally among all people;

And for communities and nations to find
sustenance in the fruits of the earth and the
water God has given us.

Almighty God,

you created the world and gave it

Into our care so that, in obedience to you,
We might serve all people:

Inspire us to use the riches of creation with
wisdom, and to ensure that their blessings are
shared by all;

That, trusting in your bounty, all people may be
Empowered to seek freedom from poverty,
famine, and oppression. Amen.

VII.  An Amazing Day

| thank You God for most this amazing

day: for leaping greenly spirits of trees

and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes.

- E.E. Cummings
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Prayers for High School Students

VII. Prayer of Brother Sun and Sister Moon (St. Francis of Assisi)

Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord, All praise is Yours, all glory, all honor and all blessings.
To you alone, Most High, do they belong, and no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your Name.

Praised be You my Lord with all Your creatures,
especially Sir Brother Sun,

Who is the day through whom You give us light.

And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour,
Of You Most High, he bears the likeness.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,
In the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair.

Praised be You, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air,
And fair and stormy, all weather’s moods,
by which You cherish all that You have made.

Praised be You my Lord through Sister Water,
So useful, humble, precious and pure.

Praised be You my Lord through Brother Fire,
through whom You light the night and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.

Praised be You my Lord through our Sister,

Mother Earth

who sustains and governs us,

producing varied fruits with colored flowers and herbs.

Praise be You my Lord through those who grant pardon for love of You and bear sickness and trial.

Blessed are those who endure in peace, By You Most High, they will be crowned.

Praised be You, my Lord through Sister Death,
from whom no-one living can escape. Woe to those who die in mortal sin! Blessed are they She finds
doing Your Will.

No second death can do them harm. Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks,
And serve Him with great humility. Amen.
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VIII. Psalm 104

Bless the LORD, my soul!

LORD, my God, you are great indeed!
You are clothed with majesty and splendor,
robed in light as with a cloak.

You spread out the heavens like a tent;
setting the beams of your chambers
upon the waters.

You make the clouds your chariot;
traveling on the wings of the wind.
You make the winds your messengers;
flaming fire, your ministers.

You fixed the earth on its foundation,
so it can never be shaken.

The deeps covered it like a garment;
above the mountains stood the waters.
At your rebuke they took flight;

at the sound of your thunder they fled.
They rushed up the mountains,

down the valleys

to the place you had fixed for them.
You set a limit they cannot pass;

never again will they cover the earth.

You made springs flow in wadies

that wind among the mountains.

They give drink to every beast of the field;
here wild asses quench their thirst.

Beside them the birds of heaven nest;

among the branches they sing.

You water the mountains from your chambers;
from the fruit of your labor the earth abounds.
You make the grass grow for the cattle

and plants for people’s work

to bring forth food from the earth,

wine to gladden their hearts,

oil to make their faces shine,

and bread to sustain the human heart.

The trees of the LORD drink their fill,

the cedars of Lebanon, which you planted.
There the birds build their nests;

the stork in the junipers, its home.

The high mountains are for wild goats;

the rocky cliffs, a refuge for badgers.

You made the moon to mark the seasons,

the sun that knows the hour of its setting.

You bring darkness and night falls,

then all the animals of the forest wander about.
Young lions roar for prey;

they seek their food from God.

When the sun rises, they steal away

and settle down in their dens.

People go out to their work,

to their labor till evening falls.

How varied are your works, LORD!

In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.

There is the sea, great and wide!

It teems with countless beings,

living things both large and small.

There ships ply their course

and Leviathan, whom you formed to play with.

All of these look to you

to give them food in due time.

When you give it to them, they gather;

when you open your hand, they are well filled.
When you hide your face, they panic.

Take away their breath, they perish

and return to the dust.

Send forth your spirit, they are created

and you renew the face of the earth.

May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD be glad in his works!
Who looks at the earth and it trembles,
touches the mountains and they smoke!
| will sing to the LORD all my life;

| will sing praise to my God while | live.
May my meditation be pleasing to him;
| will rejoice in the LORD.

May sinners vanish from the earth,

and the wicked be no more.

Bless the LORD, my soul! Hallelujah



